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The Accounting  

Historians Notebook 

“Imagining Our Future” was the 
theme of the American Accounting 
Association (AAA) annual meeting 
and what an appropriate theme for 
the debut year of the Academy as an 
AAA section!  Beginning this fiscal 
year the Academy of Accounting 
Historians is recognized as the 17th 
special interest section of the Ameri-
can Accounting Association. With 
that, a new chapter in the 44-year 
history of the Academy has begun.  
 
We began the activities at the 2017 
AAA meetings on Sunday, August 6, 
with our annual CPE session 
“Celebrating Accounting History”. 
The workshop showcases the teach-
ing, trends, and tools of Accounting 
History. Yvette Lazdowski and 

President’s Message 
Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle 

University of Missouri, St. Louis 
After 44 Years, the Academy of Accounting Historians 

Becomes the 17th Special Interest Section of the 
American Accounting Association 

Stephan Fafatas developed a program 
that successfully provided a broad 
overview of the scholarly pursuits of 
an accounting historian in the areas 
of teaching and research for attendees 
new to the accounting history com-
munity and provided great ideas for 
those who have been part of this 
community for many years.   
 
On Sunday evening, we conducted 
our Annual Business Meeting which 
had the distinction of being our first 
AAA “section business meeting”. 
This event is always a highlight of 
the AAA meeting as we are able to 
recognize our Award winners. We 
were pleased to have most of the 
awardees on hand so we could laud 

(Continued on page 3) 
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them in person. I am also happy to 
report that the Ice Cream Social con-
tinues to be a crowd-pleaser and 
many of us enjoyed catching up with 
each other and our many guests on 
Sunday night. 
 
Barbara Merino once again did a ter-
rific job arranging the research 
presentations. We had a history ses-
sion at each of the nine concurrent 
session time slots across the three 
days of the meeting. Dr. Merino’s 
efforts in organizing the reviewers, 
presenters, and discussants are, as 
always, greatly appreciated.    
 
Our transition to AAA section is now 
almost complete. Behind the scenes 
the transition activities ramped up 
significantly during Spring 2017 as 
the Academy transition team worked 
with AAA staff members to move the 
Academy, an organization with no 
tangible “home address” into the ex-
isting structures of the AAA. It has 
been quite an experience for all of us 
to move this long-established organi-
zation both virtually and physically 
into its new home within the AAA.   
 
From an administrative standpoint, 
the membership records are now 
managed through the AAA’s member 
services staff and the publications 
production process through the 
AAA’s production staff. The AAA 
staff produced the June 2017, Vol-
ume 44, Issue 1 of the Accounting 
Historians Journal and the transition 
went extraordinarily smoothly. Tiffa-

(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Message 

Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle 

ny Welch, 
our long-
time Acade-
my admin-
istrator, 
continues to 
work with 
AAA pro-
fessional 
staff, pri-
marily Eri-
ca Zakarias, 
on membership services transitions 
and continues to work on production 
of the Notebook and the AAH section 
website, http://aaahq.org/aah. The 
AAA publications staff, under Susan 
Rockwell, worked extensively with 
AHJ Editor Gloria Vollmers, Assis-
tant Editor Bob Russ, and VP of Part-
nerships Gary Spraakman to transi-
tion the AHJ into the stable of AAA 
publications and this work will con-
tinue as Bill Black begins his tenure 
as Editor of the AHJ.   
 
From a logistical standpoint, there 
have been many boxes moved from 
Birmingham, Alabama, Oxford, Mis-
sissippi, and St. Louis, Missouri to 
AAA facilities in Sarasota, with more 
still to move upon completion of the 
final transfer of assets and closure of 
the 501(c)3 corporation. I must 
acknowledge the very significant 
amount of time and effort volunteered 
by Gary Previts and Dale Flesher.  
Gary and Dale conducted countless 
skype meetings and spent many hours 
culling through Academy materials to 
ship to Sarasota. The transition team 

(Continued on page 4) 
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continues to shepherd the process to 
establish the AAH section as a seam-
less continuation of the Academy’s 
longstanding mission. 
 
I would also like to acknowledge the 
tremendous amount of help and sup-
port the AAA staff has provided 
throughout this process. Their profes-
sionalism and genuine concern for 

(Continued from page 3) 
 

the AAH section’s ongoing success is 
very apparent and has made me feel 
completely comfortable with the tran-
sition. Over the next year, the transi-
tion will continue as the leadership of 
the AAH section adjusts to the pro-
cesses of the AAA. Dale Flesher, as 
chair of the Trustees, will act as the 
AAH section representative on the 
AAA council, and we are seeking 
regional liaisons to represent the sec-
tion at the mid-year meetings.   
 
Imagining Our Future – an appropri-
ate theme indeed for our debut year as 
a section of AAA – and an opportuni-
ty that I am looking forward to shar-
ing with all of you.  

President Reynolds-Moehrle presides over the Business Meeting. 

Stephen Zeff Enjoying ice cream at the Ice Cream Social. 
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Former Editor, Gloria 
Vollmers holds up the 

redesigned AHJ. 

Trustee Mikhail Kuter 
and Marina Kuter re-
lax after a long day. 

Stephen Zeff and Trustee 
Yoshinao Matsumoto at 
the Ice Cream Social. 
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Steve Moehrle awaits 
his ice cream. 

Stefania Servalli, Massimo 
Sargiacomo, Gloria 

Vollmers and Greg Stoner 

Ionela Andreicovici and 
Sudipta Basu 
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AAH Trustees Meeting—Thank you to 
Gary Previts for the Trustees Dinner and 

Trustees Meeting photos. 

Thank you to Jim McKinney 
for all of the great photos 

from the  Business Meeting 
and Ice Cream Social. 

AAH Trustees enjoy an oceanside dinner 
together before the Annual Meeting begins. 
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Royce Kurtz is the AICPA Library 
services librarian at the University of 
Mississippi’s J.D. Williams Library – 
the National Library of the Account-
ing Profession – a position he has 
held for the last 17 years.   Unlike the 
awardees in the past, this year’s hon-
oree is not an accountant, but during 
the past two decades he has almost 
single handedly enabled resources to 
be made available to practicing pro-
fessionals, the Academy and its 
members, and the global historical 
research community. 

Royce Kurtz Receives 
2017 

Hourglass Award 
Royce Kurtz’s association with the 
accounting profession began in Sep-
tember 2000 when the Dean of Li-
braries, John Meador, asked him to 
work with Dean James Davis and 
Associate Dean Dale Flesher of the 
School of Accountancy in drafting 
the University’s response to a request 
for proposals sent out by the AICPA. 
The AICPA wished to divest itself of 
its large accounting library. The Uni-
versity of Mississippi won the com-

 
(Continued on page 9) 

Dale Flesher presents Royce Kurtz with the 2017 Hourglass Award. 
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petitive bid and the AICPA library 
arrived in August, 2001. Dr. Kurtz 
supervised the unloading of the 12 
semi-truck loads of accounting publi-
cations and shepherded the collection 
through unboxing, sorting, catalog-
ing, and shelving. Over 100,000 
items were added to the University’s 
already extensive accounting collec-
tion. 
 
In 2005, Dr. Kurtz initiated a digiti-
zation program to post accounting 
materials online. The first materials 
he digitized were the Accounting 
Historians Journal and the Notebook, 
with the permission of the Academy 
of Accounting Historians. Over 700 
cost accounting pamphlets from the 
early 20th century soon went on-line 
as well. 
  
In 2007, Royce Kurtz partnered with 
Dale Flesher in writing a proposal to 
the Deloitte Foundation to digitize 
the older publications of Deloitte and 
its predecessor firms. The Foundation 
funded the proposal, and Dr. Kurtz 
digitized and published on the open 
web over 3,000 books, articles, and 
pamphlets. 
  
In 2013, the AICPA decided that the 
services of the University of Missis-
sippi had been so satisfactory that 
they donated the remaining archival 
materials they had held in storage. 
Kurtz then negotiated a license agree-
ment with the AICPA to make digi-
tally available on the Library website 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

all AICPA publications ten years old 
or older. 
 
Recently, Dr. Kurtz was lauded by 
SEC Historical Society researcher 
and curator, George Fritz, for digitiz-
ing the materials of the Public Over-
sight Board (POB).  Dr. Kurtz, at the 
instigation of Fritz, was able to ac-
quire for the University’s website the 
archived website of the now defunct 
POB.  Dr. Kurtz not only copied that 
defunct website, but he improved 
upon it by adding many new 
items.  AICPA materials that either 
have already been digitized or are in 
the process of digitization include the 
Institute’s old hand-written ledger 
books dating back to 1896, comment 
letters on Statements of Position and 
auditing standards, minutes of meet-
ings of the Accounting Standards 
Executive Board (1993-2001), Audit-
ing Standards Board (1994-2001), 
Peer Review Board (1995-2006), Ac-
counting and Review Services Board 
(1991-2000), Professional Ethics 
Committee (1991-2005), the Quality 
Review Board (1991-1994), plus 
Council letter books, ledgers, and 
minutes of Council meetings from 
1886 to the present.  These docu-
ments have all been hand fed page by 
page through the digital scanner. 
 
Dr. Kurtz routinely fields anywhere 
from  500 to 900 phone calls and 
emails per month from accountants 
and accounting researchers through-
out the world; many of those seeking 
help are interested in accounting his-

(Continued on page 10) 
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tory.  There are now over 8,000 digi-
tal books, pamphlets, typescripts, and 
articles, totaling more than 400,000 
full-text searchable pages, available 
to accounting scholars and practition-
ers around the world. The collection 
is accessed 90,000 times a year. Dr. 
Kurtz said, “I thoroughly enjoy mak-
ing available to both the community 
of scholars and of practitioners the 
books, pamphlets, journals, and man-
uscripts that tell the story of the ac-
counting profession, and I hope to 
continue this endeavor for years to 
come.” 
  
In addition to his library duties, Dr. 
Kurtz is a regular participant at the 
Academy’s CPE session at the 
American Accounting Association 
annual meeting wherein he provides 
a presentation on how to use the Ole 
Miss Library to do accounting histo-
ry research from your own office 
computer.  He has also presented at 
AAA regional and national meetings 
on this topic and others related to 
accounting history. 
 
Dr. Kurtz has a Ph.D. and a master’s 
degree in anthropology from the Uni-
versity of Iowa, and a master’s de-
gree in Library Science from the 
University of Arizona. A native of 
Iowa, he has worked at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi’s J.D. Williams 
Library since 1988. He has published 
in the areas of Native American stud-
ies, library science, and accounting 
history.  

(Continued from page 9) 
 

The reasoning behind an Hourglass 
as an award is that sand funnels 
through over time and upon turning it 
over the past becomes the future. 
Through his work, Dr. Kurtz has set 
into action the idea behind the hour-
glass – namely making the past ac-
cessible so that it can inform the fu-
ture. 

 
Couldn’t make it to Pescara 

last year? 
 

Attend the 15th 
World Congress of 

Accounting Historians 
 

Saint Petersburg, 
Russia 
2020 
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This award was presented to Gary J. 
Previts in recognition of the dozens 
of biographical publications he has 
authored, coauthored, or edited over 
his career. The nomination noted 
over 100 publications and presenta-
tions that could be considered of a 
biographical nature, including 34 ar-
ticles and editor of several book-
length volumes of biography au-
thored by others.  As such, this year’s 
award was bestowed as a lifetime 
achievement award for biographical 
research.  
 
Gary J. Previts, PhD, CPA, is coau-
thor of the widely referenced A His-
tory of Accountancy in the United 

States and is the editor of the journal 
Research in Accounting Regulation. 
His numerous publications investi-
gate the development of accounting 
thought and the regulation of ac-
counting, as well as events, policy-
setting entities and educational poli-
cies and practices. 
 
Dr. Previts is the recipient of the 
American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants’ Gold Medal, a 2013 
Sustained Contribution Award from 
the AICPA, the 2010 Outstanding 
Educator award from the American 
Accounting Association (AAA), 
among numerous other awards. He 
has served as president of both the 

Ohio Society of 
Certified Public 
Accountants 
(OSCPA) and the 
AAA, as a member 
of the AICPA 
Board of Directors 
and as a member of 
the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Audit-
ing Profession con-

(Continued on page 12) 

Gary J. Previts Accepts 
2017 Thomas J. Burns Biographical 

Research Award 

President Reynolds-
Moehrle presents 
Gary Previts with 
his award at the 
2017 Business 
Meeting. 
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vened by the U.S. Department of 
Treasury.  Dr. Previts is also a found-
ing member and past president of the 
Academy of Accounting Historians. 
 
In 2011, Gary J. Previts was selected 
as a Distinguished University Profes-
sor of Case Western Reserve and was 
elected to the Accounting Hall of 
Fame at The Ohio State University. 
He is the E. Mandell de Windt Pro-
fessor of Leadership and Enterprise 
Development. 
 
Dr. Previts has conducted research 
for the AICPA Special Committee on 
Financial Reporting and the Business 
Reporting Research Project of the 
Financial Accounting Standards 
Board (FASB). He is a member of 
the Accountability Advisory Council 
of the U. S. Government Accounta-
bility Office and serves on the Advi-
sory Council of the Public Company 

(Continued from page 11) Accounting Oversight Board 
(PCAOB). 
 
Gary J. Previts recently served as a 
technical advisor to the International 
Accounting Education Standards 
Board (IAESB) and as a sponsor’s 
representative to the “Pathways” 
Commission, a national body formed 
to study higher education for ac-
countants. In 2014, he presented sem-
inars at the Said Business School, 
Oxford University, UK, and the 
School of Business at Edinburgh 
University, Scotland. 
 
Dr. Previts received his PhD from the 
University of Florida and his MAcc 
from The Ohio State University. He 
was initially appointed to Case West-
ern Reserve in 1979 and presently 
teaches undergraduate advanced sem-
inars and graduate-level Advanced 
Accounting Theory. 

President’s Plaque 
 
The Academy presents each outgoing President with a President’s Plaque, this 
year Robert Colson received the plaque for his ser-
vice to the Academy.  Although Bob was not pre-
sent at the Business Meeting to receive his plaque in 
person, President Reynolds-Moehrle had the follow-
ing to say about Bob. 
 
“I would like to recognize the terrific work Bob did 
as President  in working with AAA leadership and 
Council in the very critical early stages of moving 
the Academy inside the AAA.  His voice was key to 
promoting the value proposition of the Academy as 
a AAA section and his work is greatly appreciated.” 
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This edited book, Volume 20 in the 
Studies in the Development of Ac-
counting Thought published by Em-
erald, represents A.C. Littleton’s fi-
nal monograph on accounting theory, 
as collected by Dr. Persson through 
his diligent review of Littleton’s un-
published materials.  Dr. Persson has 
carefully organized unpublished pa-
pers along with some published writ-
ings into a volume of 51 chapters that 
allow the reader to understand the 
development of Littleton’s positions 
and provides the contemporary ac-
counting scholar with an understand-
ing of one of the intellectual forefa-
thers of the discipline. 
 
Martin E. Persson is the J. J. Wettlau-
fer Faculty Fellow and an Assistant 
Professor of Managerial Accounting 
and Control at the Ivey Business 
School. He holds a BSc in Account-
ing, an MSc in Accounting, Organi-
zations and Institutions from London 
School of Economics, and a PhD in 
Accounting from Royal Holloway 
University of London. 
 
Martin has received a number of 
awards, including the Academy of 
Accounting Historians’ Burns Re-
search Award for outstanding bio-

Martin Persson Awarded 
2017 Barbara D. Merino Award for 

Excellence in Accounting History Publication 
for 

A. C. Littleton's Final Thoughts on Accounting: 
A Collection of Unpublished Essays 

graphical 
work in ac-
counting 
history; 
Vanger-
meersch 
Manuscript 
Award for 
best new 
manuscript 
in account-
ing history; 
and Margit F. & Hanns Martin W. 
Schoenfeld Scholarship to collect 
data and conduct research at the Uni-
versities of Rice and Sydney. 
 
Martin’s research interests are broad-
ly within the field of critical account-
ing research and accounting history. 
He is particularly interested in peo-
ple, ideas, and institutions from the 
1900s and is currently focusing on 
the development of economic models 
and calculative practices as well as 
classical accounting theory and 
measurement issues. His research has 
taken him to various archives, such 
as those found at the Universities of 
Northwestern, Columbia, and Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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In Till-Arne Hahn’s dissertation, the 
“Historical Evolution of the Practice 
of Tax in Canada”, he seeks to exam-
ine how tax practice has evolved in 
Canada and focuses on the two peri-
ods spanning from 1945 to the major 
tax reform of 1971 as the foundation-
al period and then 1971 to 1988 as 
the post-reform period ending with 
the General Anti-Avoidance Rule. 
Through interviews and documentary 
evidence he is examining the dynam-
ics of Canadian tax practice in the 
early years and how the profession 
has changed since the Reform.  He 
will use the scholarship award to ac-
cess and study additional archival 
material, which requires travel and 
extended stays away from home. 
 
Till-Arne Hahn is currently working 
towards his PhD in Accounting at the 
Smith School of Business at Queen’s 
University in Kingston, Canada. His 
research, which is mostly qualitative 
in nature, considers the social, organ-
izational and historical aspects of tax 
practice. In the context of this re-
search, he has reached out to over 50 
individuals from across the country 
who are part of or who worked close-
ly with the first and second genera-

Till-Arne Hahn 
Selected as the Recipient of the 

2017 Margit F. and Hanns Martin Schoenfeld 
Scholarship Award 

for 
“Historical Evolution of the Practice of 

Tax in Canada” 
tion of full 
time tax prac-
titioners in 
Canada. For 
his studies, 
Till-Arne has 
also received 
the Norman 
B. Macintosh 
Fellowship in 
Accounting. Till-Arne is also a CPA, 
CA with over 15 years of profession-
al work experience, mostly in the 
area of tax. 

 
Martin has published several articles 
in Abacus, Accounting Historians 
Journal, Accounting History, and 
Meditari Accountancy Research, and 
he has served as an ad-hoc reviewer 
for journals such as Accounting His-
tory Review, Accounting, Auditing & 
Accountability Journal, and Europe-
an Accounting Review. He has also 
published an edited book with 
Routledge, as part of their Studies in 
the Development of Accounting 
Thought Series, and he has another 
book forthcoming. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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2016 Best Paper Award 
Stephen Zeff 
(Rice University) 

 
“Accounting Textbooks as Change Agents:  Finney’s Intermedi-

ate and Finney and Miller’s Intermediate from 1934 to 1958” 
 

(Vol. 43, No. 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

President Reynolds-Moehrle presents Stephen Zeff with his plaque at 
the annual Business Meeting in San Diego. 

 
 

In this paper,  Dr. Zeff illustrates how the two leading intermediate accounting 
textbooks published between the 1930s and 1950s, by Finney and Finney/
Miller, regularly critiqued recommended and accepted practice, and proposed 
innovations, while the tendency in today's textbooks is solely to describe and 
codify standards and practice and therefore not to stimulate students' and in-
structors' critical thinking.  Through discussion of a half-dozen accounting con-
troversies in the 1930s-1950s timeframe,  Zeff displays the willingness of Fin-
ney and Miller to not only cover alternative approaches but to take a position on 
what would be the best approach to follow.  The paper’s concluding section lays 
out a challenge to current and future textbook writers to provide at least a small 
amount of critical analysis to the standards discussed as intermediate topics.   
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2016 Best Paper Award for Excellence 

 
John Richard Edwards 

(Cardiff University) 
 

“Whinney and Waterhouse’s Government Assignment 1887-1888: 
A Study of its Significance” 

 
This paper (AHJ, Vol. 43, No. 1) presents an episode situated in late-Victorian 
Britain when leading chartered accountants, Frederick Whinney and Edwin Wa-
terhouse, were engaged by a British parliamentary committee to examine the 
costing and accountability practices of the government's military manufacturing 
establishments (GMMEs). The contributions of this study to accounting's histo-
riography are two-fold. First, the significance of Whinney and Waterhouse's 
appointment for the status of chartered accountants in late-Victorian Britain is 
assessed. Second, Whinney and Waterhouse's criticisms of existing accounting 
routines are examined and evaluated as is the impact of their findings on the 
subsequent course of accounting practices within GMMEs. 

Our First Regional Coordinators - 
Thank You for Volunteering! 

 
Mid-Atlantic: 

Cynthia Krom, Franklin & Marshall College 
Midwest: 

Barbara Scofield, Washburn University  
Northeast: 

Yvette Lazdowski, UNH – Manchester 
Ohio: 

Sridhar Ramamoorti, University of Dayton 
Southeast: 

Don Ariail, Kennesaw State University 
Western: 

Diane Roberts, University of San Francisco 
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2016 Best Paper Award for Excellence 

 
Aleksandra Zimmerman 
(Northern Illinois University) 

& 
Robert Bloom 

(John Carroll University) 
 

“The Matching Principle Revisited” 
 

This paper (AHJ, Vol. 43, No. 1) reassesses the significance of the concept of 
matching expenses to revenues as an accounting principle. The authors com-
pare and contrast the historical views of authoritative bodies and the various 
scholars and practitioners who analyze this subject, drawing implications for 
future standard setting. Through this historical retrospective on matching, 
which includes a review of more contemporary research and thought, the au-
thors find that matching as an approach to income measurement can be helpful 
in forecasting earning power, and conclude that matching should be retained 
as a long-standing fundamental accounting principle in standard-setting and in 
practice.  

President Reynolds-Moehrle, Aleksandra Zimmerman and Robert Bloom 
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Special Issue Workshop 
 
Accounting in different cultures and from different perspectives 
 

To help authors prepare their manuscripts and obtain helpful feedback for 
submission, a Special Workshop will be held on November 24, 2017 at the 
School of Economics and Management, University of Minho (Braga, Portu-
gal). The workshop is a fast track for the Special Issue of Accounting and 
Cultures and papers are presented and discussed in order to prepare them for 
final submission. A panel of experienced accounting history scholars will 
comment on the presentations made by each participant and offer construc-
tive advice to all presenters. Please be aware that presentation at the Work-
shop does not guarantee acceptance of the paper for publication in Account-
ing and Cultures. Also, participating in the Workshop is not a precondition 
for submitting a manuscript to the Special Issue. 
 
Convener 
Delfina Gomes (dgomes@eeg.uminho.pt) 
 
Scientific Committee 
Yannick Lemarchand, Université de Nantes, France 
Delfina Gomes, Universidade do Minho, Portugal 
 
From Italy: 
Stefania Servalli, Università degli Studi di Bergamo 
Roberto di Pietra, Università degli Studi di Siena 
Massimo Sargiacomo, Università degli Studi G.D'Annunzio Chieti Pescara 
Valerio Antonelli, Università degli Studi di Salerno 
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Esteban Hernandez Designated a 
Citizen of Honor 

by the 
City Council of Sansepolcro 

~ Birthplace of Luca Pacioli ~ 
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The Silk Road International Conference on 
Accounting History and Culture 

 
When East Meets West 

 
November 24-27, 2017 

Shanghai, China 
 

Hosted by: 
China Accounting Museum 

Shanghai Lixin University of Accounting and Finance 
 
In order to encourage international cooperation and communication on account-
ing history and culture research, China Accounting Museum (CAM), Shanghai 
Lixin University of Accounting and Finance (SLUAF) is planning to host The 
Silk Road International Conference on Accounting History and Culture: 
When East Meets West in Shanghai, China, November  24-27, 2017. 
 
Supported by the Accounting History Committee of the Accounting Society of 
China, the conference will provide an international platform for experts and 
scholars from different countries and areas and in different disciplinary fields to 
conduct an interdisciplinary communication and discussion across the full 
range of accounting and related history and culture. 
 
The conference will hold two plenary sessions on accounting history and other 
topics presented by: Professor Guo Daoyang from Zhongnan University of 
Economics and Law, Professor Shyam Sunder from Yale University, Professor 
Ma De from Dunhuang Research Academy, Professor Richard Macve from 
The London School of Economics and Political Science, Professor David Faure 
from The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Zhan Changfa from 
Shanghai Institute of Visual Arts, Professor Luca Zan from University of Bolo-
gna, and Professor Izumi Watanabe from Osaka University of Economics. 
 
During the conference, concurrent sessions will be held on: the Study of Ac-
counting History; the Silk Road Culture Exchange; Historical Material and 
Methodology; and Education and Development. Other activities to be held in-
clude: 1) exhibition of Dunhuang Accounting Cultural Relics; 2) Editorial 
Board meeting of the newly revised CAM journal, Research in Accounting His-
tory; and 3) special meetings on Cooperative Research on Silk Road Account-
ing History and Cooperative Research on Eastern Asia Accounting History. 

 
Information and photographs provided by Lan Peng. 
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THE ACADEMY OF ACCOUNTING HISTORIANS SECTION 
of the 

AMERICAN ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATION 
 

BUSINESS MEETING  
 

At the 2017 Annual Conference of the American Accounting Association 
Manchester Grand Hyatt, San Diego, California 

3rd level, Ocean Beach 
Sunday, August 6, 2017 

 
MINUTES 

(Unofficial minutes pending approval of attendees) 
 
The meeting convened at 7:04 PM. 
 
Present:  Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle (president-elect, presiding), Donald L. Ariail, C. 
Richard Baker, William Black, Robert Bloom, Jill Cadotte, Don Danner, Stephan 
Fafatas, Dale Flesher, Tonya Flesher, Marina Gurskaya, Tom King, Mikhail I. Kuter, 
Yvette Lazdowski, Richard Macve, Garen Markarian, Yoshinao Matsumoto, Jim 
McKinney, Barbara Merino, Steve Moehrle, Louella Moore, Stephanie Moussalli, Brig-
itte Muehluraun, Eddie Nabors, James Peterson, Gary Previts, Bob Russ, Alan Sangster, 
Stefania Servalli, Gary Spraakman, Greg Stoner, Gloria Vollmers, Stephen Zeff, Ale-
ksandra Zimmerman.   
 
Guests:  Royce Kurtz, Erica Zakarias (AAA Segment Member Services Coordinator). 
 
 

1. Call to order and welcome – President-Elect Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle  
 
Reynolds-Moehrle called to order the first meeting of the Academy of Account-
ing Historians Section of the AAA.  

 
2. Trustee meeting update and report of the president – Dale Flesher on behalf 

of the Board of Trustees and on behalf of section president Robert Colson 
 
At the Officers and Trustees meeting just held, issues of the transition to section 
status and the future steps in our integration into the AAA were discussed.  No 
action items occurred.  There was discussion of future locations for the World 
Congress of Accounting Historians. 
 
Flesher noted that he’s standing in for Colson, who is unable to attend. 

3. Reports 
 
A.  Treasurer’s report – Lazdowski and Reynolds-Moehrle 
 
Reynolds-Moehrle has continued to do a lot of the treasurer’s work during the 
transition, and will give the report this time, but Lazdowski is the treasurer.   
 
The audit has been finished, by our usual firm in Starkville, Mississippi.  The 

(Continued on page 23) 
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audit report was unqualified.  The same firm will also file the AAH’s final Form 
990 for the year ending December 31, 2017, and the final tax information form 
990 when the Academy ends its status as an Alabama-registered entity.  We are 
using the budget that was approved last year. 
 
Financial highlights of the year include further generous donations to the Acade-
my of Accounting Historians 21st-Century Historical Development Fund, which 
now has $50,000.  Furthermore, an extremely generous operating bequest has 
been arranged for the Academy, which will yield about $22,000 in 2017.  
Amounts which may be similar are possible in future years, and are intended for 
the operations of the Academy of Accounting Historians Section of the AAA. 
 
Concerning the transition, AAA=prepared financial reporting has not yet begun 
for the AAH section.  Current members will be billed in April, 2018.  A person 
who was a member of the Academy before our joining the AAA, is also currently 
a member.  In the future, section membership will cost $20, and if the member 
wishes to have hard copies of the AHJ, an additional $10. 
 
If there are questions about the financial statements, please email Reynolds-
Moehrle. 
 
B. Membership report – Moussalli 
 
Moussalli said that as institutional subscriptions are now handled by the AAA 
directly, she would be reporting on individual memberships only.  This infor-
mation is based on information received last year from Tiffany Welch and this 
year from Erica Zakarias. 
 
As of August 4, 2017, the AAH section had 247 individual members, of whom 
151 (61%) are U.S. members and 96 (39%) are non-U.S. 

 
As of July 31, 2016, the AAH had 225 individual members, of whom 120 (53%) 
were U.S.-based and 105 (47%) were non-U.S. 
 
The overall change in the last year was an increase in individual members of 
10%, with an increase of 26% in U.S.-based members and a decrease of 9% in 
the non-U.S. 

 
4. Accounting Historians Journal report  

 
A.  Remarks by outgoing AHJ editor Gloria Vollmers 
 
Vollmers reported that the AHJ is now in its new format, which is consistent with 
the AAA format for all its journals.  AAA staff have been very supportive of the 
changeover. 
 
Many articles have been submitted to the AHJ recently.  In the fall issue, 10 arti-
cles appeared.  15 papers are now in process.  When Vollmers began, in the fall  

(Continued from page 22) 
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of 2011, only 3 papers were in process and the Fall 2011 issue had only 3 articles. 
 
Vollmers attributed the change perhaps to her attendance at many meetings and 
the call for papers issued by the AAA.  She recommended that we should contin-
ue attending many conferences, including international meetings, such as are held 
by the European Accounting Association and other organizations.  She noted the 
AHJ is pretty international; the fall issue this year has 4 international papers.  
 
Vollmers noted that the Academy logo was lost from the AHJ with the change in 
publisher and hoped that we could arrange to put it back somewhere on the jour-
nal. 

 
She also noted that we are moving to the Allentrack system for the submission of 
papers, which means we will need to take down our Guidelines for authors. 
 
B. Incoming editor Bill Black 
 
Black was introduced. He remarked that he has much to learn about the AHJ pro-
duction pipeline at this point, but the AAA staff is very pro-active with help.  He 
also expressed gratitude that his dissertation chairman, Dale Flesher, and 2 other 
members of his committee, all of whom are historians, had helped him learn the 
methods of historiographical research.  
 

5. Activities 
 
A. CPE session at AAA – Stephan Fafatas 
 
Fafatas remarked that the CPE session earlier in the day had been a good one, 
with lots of questions and answers and 24 to 25 attendees.  He thanked all in-
volved for their help and solicited ideas for future CPE sessions. 
 
B. Transition to AAA – Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle 
 
Our transition team has worked on the process of the AAH Section liaising with 
the AAA.  Administratively, member records and related questions should now 
go to AAA member services.  Erica Zakarias is our liaison with the AAA.  The 
work Tiffany Welch has been doing on our website and annual meeting activities 
is transitioning to the AAA with Tiffany’s ongoing involvement.  The AAA pub-
lication staff led by Susan Rockwell, along with outgoing AHJ editor Gloria 
Vollmers and Gary Spraakman, have worked to make the transition to the AAA 
publishing of the AHJ smooth. 
 
Our attorney in Alabama is moving our assets to the AAA this fall, and he will 
then help with the filings necessary to dissolve the Alabama corporation.  Eddie 
Nabors, our corporate agent, is here at this meeting. A great deal of material - 
records and publications – has been shipped from the University of Mississippi, 
Case Western Reserve University, and the University of Missouri-St. Louis to 
AAA headquarters in Lakewood Ranch, Florida. 

(Continued from page 23) 
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The AAA staff have been very supportive with all the details of the transition, 
including the new section status.  Gary Previts and Dale Flesher have also been 
enormously helpful with all the work involved.  Dale Flesher, as the chairman of 
the board of trustees, is now our representative to the AAA Council. 
 
C. Memorial writing opportunity - Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle 
 
AAA leaders have asked our section to do some memorial writing.  Steve Zeff 
established the process for Accounting Horizons, which publishes memorials of 
recently deceased leaders.  Zeff chose the people and the authors, providing the 
latter with curriculum vitae.  Zeff reviewed and revised the memorials.  Ten have 
been published.  Recently, the responsibility passed to Bob Colson, but there 
have not been many deaths of late, so the Horizons editor decided to drop the 
feature.  Now Terry Shevlin, as chairman of the Publications Committee, has 
asked us to considder it.  Please let Reynolds-Moehrle know if you are interested. 
 

6. Presentation of Academy awards - Jennifer Reynolds-Moehrle 
 
A. President’s Plaque (in absentia) – Robert Colson, Baruch College CUNY 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 
B. Hourglass Award – Royce Kurtz, University of Mississippi 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 
C. Margit F. and Hanns-Martin Schoefeld Scholarship (in absentia) – Till-
Arne Hahn, Queen’s University 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.]   
 
D. Best Paper Award, Accounting Historians Journal – Stephen Zeff, Rice 
University, “Accounting textbooks as change agents: Finney’s Intermediate and 
Finney and Miller’s Intermediate from 1934 to 1958” 

 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 
E. Barbara D. Merino Award for Excellence in Accounting History Publica-
tion (in absentia) – Martin Persson, Western University 
 

(Continued from page 24) 
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[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.]   
 
F. Award for Excellence, Accounting Historians Journal (in absentia) - John 
Richard Edwards, Cardiff University, “Whinney and Waterhouse’s govern-
ment assignment 1887-1888: A study of its significance” 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 
G. Award for Excellence, Accounting Historians Journal – Aleksandra Zim-
merman, Northern Illinois University, and Robert Bloom, John Carroll Uni-
versity, “The matching principle revisited” 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 
H. Thomas J. Burns Biographical Research Award – Gary J. Previts, Case 
Western Reserve University 
 
[For the remarks made by Reynolds-Moehrle for this award and further infor-
mation about the award, please see elsewhere in the October, 2017 issue of the 
Accounting Historians Notebook.] 
 

7. Recognition of long-term members – Stephanie Moussalli 
 
Moussalli said that since the Academy of Accounting Historians was formed in 
1973, some members have been involved over a long period.  These people creat-
ed the field of accounting history in which scholars today work.  It is because of 
these founding scholars’ decades-long efforts that we today have a rich and lively 
historiographical literature in which to make further scholarly advances.   
 
We honor these long-time accounting scholars for their decades of support for the 
field.  Our membership records for the earliest years are incomplete, but we do 
know that the following people were members in both 1983 and 2017, a period of 
over 30 years: 
 
Maureen Berry, Ashton Bishop, Robert Bloom, James Edwards, John Edwards, 
Richard Fleischman, Dale Flesher, Tonya Flesher, John Freear, Esteban Hernan-
dez-Esteve, Daniel Jensen, Hans Johnson, Greg Kordecki, Thomas A. Lee, Chris 
Jules Laurent Lefebvre, Stephen Loeb, Richard Mattessich, Barbara Merino, Lee 
Parker, Gary Previts, William Stout, Richard Vangermeersch, Mervyn Wingfield, 
Peter Wolnizer, Basil Yamey, Stephen Zeff. 
 
Also, Urton Anderson and Paul Munter, who were members in 1983, have re-
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cently rejoined. 
 
Thanks to all of you for the scholarly field you have created. 

 
8. Other business 

 
A. Section liaisons needed  
 
Our new section needs representatives to liaise with the regions, including the 
Mid-Atlantic, Mid-West, North East, Ohio, South East, and Western.  Segment 
liaisons help coordinate history paper submissions to their regions; they are part 
of the team who organizes the regional meetings.  Please let Reynolds-Moehrle 
or Erica Zakarias know if you are interested. 
 
B. Books on offer – Bob Russ 
 
Russ said he’s acquired a lot of accounting books, around 3,000 volumes, and 
wants to find homes for them.  He will pass them out for the cost of shipping.  
The books are listed on Al Libris.  They include the Uniform CPA Questions, of 
which Royce Kurtz at the University of Mississippi library will get the first 2 
volumes.  There are lots of textbooks, including higher education texts as well as 
high school textbooks from the 1840s and 1850s.  There are publications of the 
National Association of Cost Accountants, many early 20th century bookkeeping 
texts, official pronouncements, etc.  Please contact Russ if you’d like more infor-
mation. 
 
Reynolds-Moehrle said she’d like to put this information on our section website 
with external links. 
 
C. History program for this meeting – Barbara Merino 
 
Merino noted that history paper sessions for this meeting would take place in the 
Old Town A room of the Hyatt on Monday.  On Tuesday and Wednesday, they 
would be in the Marriott, mostly in the Presidio room. 
 
D. Beta Alpha Psi – Eddie Nabors 
 
Nabors said he had just left the Beta Alpha Psi meeting, which had a huge attend-
ance.  It is the organization’s 100th anniversary and they are hope there will be 
interest in our section for writing their history.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Moussalli, Secretary 
 
For previous minutes of the Business and Board meetings, please consult earlier 
issues of the Accounting Historians Notebook or contact the Secretary of the Acad-
emy of Accounting Historians section.  
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Calls for Papers & 

Upcoming Conferences 
 
For current information, visit the Academy website at http://aahhq.org. 

 
 
 

Notebook Content 
 

To submit items for inclusion in the Notebook, email the Academy 
Administrator, Tiffany Welch, at acchistory@case.edu. 

 
 
 

Award Nominations 
 

For detailed information on Academy awards and current deadlines, 
visit the Awards section of the Academy website at 

http://aahhq.org/awards. 
 
 


